The mononuclear compound [Ru(terpy)L] , where H 2 L is 2,6-bis(1,2,4-triazol-3-yl)pyridine, shows an emission lifetime of 65 ns, about 300 times longer than that observed for the parent [Ru(terpy) 3 ] 2+ complex.
limitation to the application of this complex as photosensitiser. Improvement of the photophysical properties of terpy-based Ru(II) complexes is therefore currently the object of intensive studies [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] . As a contribution to these studies, we wish to report the new [RuL(terpy)] mononuclear complex, where H 2 L is 2,6-bis(1,2,4-triazol-3-yl)pyridine, which exhibits a remarkable 300-fold increase of the emission lifetime when compared with the parent compound [Ru(terpy) 2 ] 2+ ;
2.Experimental
2,6-bis(1,2,4-triazol-3-yl)pyridine was synthesised, in high yield, following the literature pathway [9, 10] for similar compounds.
The Ru(terpy) complex was obtained by heating [Ru(terpy)]Cl 3 and a stoichiometric amount of the ligand H 2 L in water containing a slight molar excess of NaOH and few drops of N-ethylmorpholine. The reaction mixture was refluxed for two hours; the dark green solution was concentrated, acidified to pH 3 with HCl and an excess of NH 4 PF 6 was added. Purification by column chromatography on alumina (acetonitrile/methanol 50:50) gave a 30% yield.
In agreement with literature [11, 12] , three different isomers were found 
